Westeln is'about to become the

newest: add1t10n to'a growing list -

_of schools being heated with what
is known as "forest biomsss fuel. i

A groundbreakmg celebration for-
’the new biomass® system will be <

held at the UM-Western campils
i Dillon this Thursday at 2 p.m.
Forest biomass;" sometimes

Hreferred to as "slash" is the small -

d1amete1 trees shlubs, -and - de-

gtherwise be piled and burned. It

can also include waste from wood -

manufacturmg L

Un1vers1ty of Montana-

A Varlety of guests W1ll speak

~ about this significant step for- - .
*ward for the "Fuels for Schools”

program, de51gned to put biom-
_“ass-to good use, mainly as 4 heat"
“source for numerpus: public:

schools, hospitals, and other pub-

lic’buildings throughout the'state.

" In the last several years the

- Montana Department of Natural
" Resources and Conservation
ﬂ(DNRC) and ‘the USDA TForest
" Service have teamed up with Re-
bms left over from logging’ opera-f -
t1ons ‘and - forest fuel reduction
' pro jects. Essentlally, 1t's the resi--
diieor-waste-frot--forest: man-+ -
a"gement operations that: would .

source Conservation and Devel--
opment Councils (RC&Ds) in a”

L program called “Fuels for-
_Schools P
- "The UM- Western campus W111,_

" be the latest and largest example

of this new alternative energy

source, and the first state-owned
facﬂlty in the program

ministéred by Headwatérs RC&D;

covered $400,000 of the $1.4 mil-
lion system. The DEQ State En-
ergy Conservation Bond Program"
provided just over $1 mllhon in-
the form of'a 15-year low—mter-
‘est loan, for the remaining costs
.of convertmg tobiomass; The bio-
mass.project also enabled DEQ
to conduct several energy—savmgs‘

upgrades to-campus facilities. -
Together, ‘these- changes" are
expected to conserve ‘enough

natural gas annually to heat 240"
- “average Montana homes: L

"One. goal of the Fuels for:
Schools program isto Jump -start
the development of a dispersed:
‘renewable ‘energy market in the

round on bic

A grant from the.DNRC, ad-

state of Montana, to use- what 1s i

typ1cally a wasted by- pr_oduct,of
forest management," explained -

Angela Farr, DNRC "Fuels for -
"By burn--

Schools" Coordinator.,
ing slash in modern, efficient boil-~

‘ers rather than in open piles, we -
_reduce the air quality impact and
“ise Heat that would otherw1se be-
wasted. We also shift fossﬂ fuel -
‘userstoa renewable resource and.
_reduce net greenhouse gas emls-

sions." - *
Usmg blomass is not a new

concept in Europe or the eastern .
U.S.; or-with the wood products
.1ndustry Smurfit-Stone Con-v
~tainer in Frenchtown is the big-
_ gestbiomass energy user in Mon-

" tana. Other examples of biomass
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energy use are the Umversny of
Idaho and Chadron State College
. in Nebraska. .All ‘three use biom-
assasa dependable source of en-
ergy and have done 50 for over a
decade ' :
"As.a fuel source, blomass is
cheaper than. most alternatives

for heating and cooling large
bulldmgs " explained DNRC Ser-

vice Forestry Bureau Clnef Rob' ‘

‘ . that will generate substantial en-

“ergy savings for the state while

‘making practical - use “of forest.

Ethrldge
"“As an example, Ethrldge said

‘the UM:Western campus has-a;

contract with Sun Mountam Lum-

- bérin Deer Lodge to provide wood '

‘chips at a cost of roughly $3.25
per dekatherm, compared to the
$8 68 per dekatherm they pay for
natural gas. E

)mass system

The new blomass boﬂer is ex-"
pected to save the school about

' $118 000, dollars per-year in ‘heat--

ing fuel, over what natural gas,
would have cost them at current’
prices, Farr said. After maklng

- their loan payment con' the new

system they will be about $2O 000-

-ahead in the'first year, she sald

. "Montana Western is proud fo’
be a partner in this joint pro;ect

residue," ‘said Susan Briggs,
Western's - Vice Chancellor. for
Administration and Finance.

- The public is invited to attend

* the ceremony in Dillon, which will

include displays and information
about the new biomass system.



